As per Bhagavatha Purana Dattatreya was the sixth incarnation 
of Lord Vishnu born to Sage Athri Mahamuni and Anasuya. 
3A: Ueto Wel sat Fars: Fart | 
ad qdiaet GAIAM ATTA I 
(aqeehy HEAT 2.24) 
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Atri Rushi’s patni Anasuya gave birth to three male children. 
They are... 


> Datta (Saakshaat Vishnu) 
> Doorvasa (Lord Shiva’s incarnation) and 


> Soma (Chandra) with Brahma’s Avesha. 


Oo eee anhf2 qeaen: ™ eee a) 
feafsatearchitat creat veerearfe A Wet 12 & i 
Prica qed: ated wuaeaa: 1122 1 


qVedqavieu caeeaigqe y Paar 128 


The three Devatas appeared separately 
(different bodies). Shiva riding Vrushabha, 
Brahma riding Hamsa, and Vishnu riding 


Garuda appeared. 


a sejfampRen: worateag a- 
Sha: H VA Uda F ZeltEa: 120 
oft AeA aa: Beat Tae frgqersar: 128 


Atri salutes them individually. 
“Trayah” the three... 
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They were not born in one body with 
three heads. They were 3 seperate sons 
of Atri in 3 different bodies. 


a: UIA Fi] Tat Faraegqar | 
od Gade STATA aA Mt 4.1.15 


Here, Srimad-Bhagavata clearly says 


“A Yat’, meaning 3 sons. 


Datta is the avatara of Vishnu alone. All 


commentators agree upon this. 


Bhagavata turther states; 
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. AURAEM YAS ATS Stenfasya: 1 32 - 


aris ye Ten sas set ferred aber | 
Satan: aeaneeaient Pratenfaa: Weil: 1133 


Atri! We will be born as your 3 sons. 
Soma with Brahma-amsha, Shiva as 
Durvasa and Vishnu as Datta. 


All commentators agree on this. 


Not just Srimad-Bhagavata, many other Puranas 
say the same; (some are given here) 


Puyo - aA qaiaa dq aaa w ata | 2-2 2-¢ 


famyuory - att gated da cara a aif | ¢-g0-¢ « 
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HTAUSTGOT - 

TAT Tea SW CaAa ASAT 1g'0-2 2 
amaa: etl Ulid Geecaraeunrd | 
felepedid AAAI: F AW: 11-23 
aaaatste fase ahrent gapst SR: | 30-24 
Sddd AS Ales Gaara ela: | 
FAOSTAT ASIA: 188-32 


ChreqRuy- adage ATT ct Gellal Ayes: 823-8 


TRSURUTA- GHA Gaaa da Saag T ATA 12-4-23 


° TEUSRIUTA- SaaS ce fot: YeroTa: WarVrd2-c-cy 


Sri Madhvacharya made a reference to DattaAtreya in 
MahaBharata Tatparya Nirnaya (11.3) 
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yadoH vaMshe chakravartI kArta vIryArjunaH abhavat | 
vishhNoH dattAtreya nAmnaH prasAdAt yoga viryavAn | 
asya anvavAye yadavaH babhUvuH vishhNu saMshrayAH | | 


In the lineage of Yadu, the emperor Kartaveeryaarjuna was 
born; Due to the grace of the DattaAtreya form of Lord Vishnu, 
he had obtained the capability of Yoga. 


DattaAtreya was Yogapravartaka roopa of ParamaAtma Vishnu 
for Jnaana kaarya. 


PrAhlada Rajaru, Kartyaviryarjuna, YaduRaaja, Alarka Rushi 
were disciples of Lord Dattatreya. 


Margasira Pournami is reckoned as DattaJayanthi; He is called 
Dattaatreya (Datta + Aatreya) because, pleased with the 
penance of Athri Rushi, Lord Vishnu gifted himself (Datta) to 
the sage Athri as his son. 


The life of Dattatreya shows us. that “giving” selflessly is the 
true renunciation/sacrifice.. The significance of this sacrifice is 
stated in the Dattatreya.Upanishad where the Lord says, “Not 
by action, not by self, but by thyaaga alone is immortality 
attained. The true sacrifice is the giving up of “I” and “me”, not 
the mere abandoning of duties. Living a selfless life require 
giving up one’s ego. That is what Lord Dattatreya describes as 
true sacrifice: 


Once Sage Athri did Tapascharya on the Ruksha Parvatha (Kula 
Mountain). He was doing pranayama standing on a single 

foot, with Vaywaahaara (eating only air as his food). He did the 
tapas for 100 years. His great tapas disturbed the entire 
world. The prayanayaabhyasa agni which came out of his 
shiras (head) was so strong that the entire world was burning. 
Pleased with the tapas of Atri Rushigalu, the three lokapalakaas 
Parabrahma (Vishnu), Brahma, Maheshwara, came before the 
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sage, along with the apsaraas, sages, gandharvaas, siddhaas, 
vidyadharaas, etc. 


DattaAtreya gave us Anvishiki named Sattarka (Metaphysics or 
logical philosophy) and preached Alarka Rushi and 
PrahladaRaja. 


There are many followers of Datta roopa Paramatma. 
Chakravarthi Kartaveeryarjuna is one of the famous sishyas of 
Dattatreya. He was Dattopaasaka and because of 
Dattopaasana itself he got 1000 hands powers. Alarka Rushi 
and PrahladaRaja (Bhagavatha 1.3.11), YaduRaja & 
Kartaveeryarjuna (Bhagavatha 2.7.04) are his disciples. 


Bhagavatha Shloka which tells about the Avatara of Datta 

roopa. 

3A: Verse Mel sat TAMA: Tae | 

ad qa AAAAISEAaHaT Il 

(AqUeHeT ZEA 8.95) 

atrE: patnyanasUya trIn jaj~JnE suyashasa: sutaan | 

dattam dUrvaasasam sOmamaatmEshabrahmasambhavaan| 
(Bhagavatha chaturdhaskandha adhyaaya 1.15) 


Atri Rushi’s patni‘Anasuya gave birth to three male 
children. They are Datta - Sakshaat Vishnu, Doorvasaru - 
Shiva’s. incarnation and Soma (Chandra) with Brahma’s 
Avesha. 


When Sage Atri opened his eye he saw Trishooladari Shiva, 
Hamsarooda Kamandaladhari Brahma, and Shanka Chakra 
Gadha padmadhari Garuda Vahana Srihari, he was very happy, 
did the sastanga namaskara, did Arghyapadyaachamana. 


faediestateaiceay fasisaaret: 
AAT RTO WaeTACET: | 
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@ TEATAOTARNM: WIAA F: 

ea: H Va Tae A see: | 
vishvIdbhavasthitilayEShu vibhajyamaanai: | 
maayaaguNairanuguNam pragRuhItadEhaa: | 

hE brahmaviShNugirishaa: praNatOsmruham va: | 
tEbhya: ka Eva bhavataam ma ihOpahUta: | 
(Bhagavatha 4.1.27) 


Then Atri Rushigalu told: My sastaanga namaskaaraas to 
Trimurthees. You three are doing the Srusti, Stithi, and 
Samhaara, and are the pravartakaas for Satva, Rajas and 
Tamo Guna. Whom among you have been called by my 
Penance? 


Val AAS Hae TAGATATcT: | 

Pala: Wolters HY Tf BAA | 

HATAEAG TT ATA EAT: 

dd Whed Herfatacsat F | 

(Seda Adal THT 8.2¢) 

EkO mayEha bhagavaan vibudhapradhaanak | 
chittIkRuta: prajananaaya katham nu yUyam | 
atraagataastanubhRutaam manasOpi dUraa: | 
bRUta prasIdata mahaanativismayO mE | 


(bhaagavata chaturtha skandha 1.28) 


I did the penance for getting a son, but you three have come 
here which I am surprised, please solve my suspense as to why 
you all three have come together when I was expecting only 
one among to come? 
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Then Trimoorthees told smilingly - You have done the penance 
with the sankalpa of getting all three of us as your sons. That 
is why in order to prove your sattsankalpa we have come here 
and that you will have three children who are equal to us in 
Swaroopa and bhinnaamsha. 


As such Chandra was born with the amsha of Brahma (Brahma 
does not avatara, so Chandra in whom his Brahma’s avesha is 
there was born), Vishnu born as Yogeshwara DattatrEya 

& Shankara was born as Doorvasa. 


ShaShThamatrErapatyatvaM vRuta: praaptOnasUyayaa | 
anvIkShIkImalarkaaya prahlaadibhya Uchivaan | 
(bhaagavata prathamaskaMdha adhyaaya 3.11) 


a) 


Ry 


HLG3B.So DS: SoxSaenaodain | 


a 
AjCeSeMoSor ob Bawosh<<y3, wwediaron® | 


o) 


(27NBS BBada,oG wqa,ad 2.00) 
WARIS Fa: WederaaT | 
HANA AATHA VEMseT SralareL | 
(Sada VAAEHY Z1eUTA 3.22) 


3 


He is the sixth incarnation of Srihari. Born to please Atri Rushi 
and Anasuya..As he gave himself he is called as “Datta” and as 
he was.born as the son of Atri Rushi he is Atreya, and Datta + 
Atreya = DattaAtreya, and he preached AnvikShikI named 
sattarka to Alarka Rushi and Prahlaadigalu. 


Athri Means - One he is free from Trividhanaraka viz., Kama- 
krodha-lobha. 


Anasuya Means - one who is without any Asooya. When pathi 
is Atri and patni is Anasuya, we need not be surprised with the 
avatara of Srihari in them as Datta. 
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VUSLGHS, DYSVSS GS Dae e 
Baee DAWVBeS aba raeak’ 3 Bs: | 
MF. GDHoSBSOI BAS Gewo 


BwenHrargBowaoeo aba w waboe,: | 


(Bhagavatha 2.7.04) 


Pleased with the tapas of Atri Rushigalu, Sri hari born in 
AnasUyadevi as Datta. With the paramathma’s paadadooli, 
yaduraaja and kaartaveeryurjanadi kings got yoga siddhi from 
Dattavataara. 


Bsas,ead oivad? 
Mara aA aude awd Avw wom BHedd wow wsasah, dsasjeob 
DOW SoeOwWsad. 
BBS ABS, SHoddend? 
BBA) “Bad, 9B, £9 Doed’ DoW VOD Aowsob Avaweudeve s 
qreioaady Woe. 
egobraedim — w Goeeioe Bosri woissd Aoesday, wsOoad. - wdoe 
Bea’ Qo Dao ad. saado 33GO wom Bed aod avg 
HDS. Seasod Baoasead AMAS wos oo wdade, 
DBADAWHG wom Beds Poesiodw, HoddAm v3.03 esonsaahd. 
DVTGAH Ae Goedoeday, HDSoSeah How YoWMSd. 
QHUGS, 0S DNGW GSesjeob Bys, Oa GF Dom aloecioess. 
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QQ HBHBINS. BS Horie sseob aom wsob Hava sseob oom 
SSAWBD. BS Dow wow GIA. Sos abr - “BS dow GVOS wow 
an’ doa). 

Gert Ge SID 22), A dobay, Sew. 

om da. 

OBA wom SI VHsosen. 

83d BBNVA BSesab dod aod Svah Bdeddax ndOdsod. 

QD dW, VO? 

WMNBBBO) Gseseabs wri wos. 

OO VHS SSabmy Vv Nadameeed. — 

08, han? GBS wdaoay. 08, wanw AZagqamA 3aa,ah, 
BBB. BIA doB DoMAoA daw ye, DB hod sessrw 
BSSOID. V8, MAN omnis ABdd.vdsde w3, Manet som 
Savon 3G. 

0 BS (Beaesyeah) - dw 

9 Bade - WG, 

Q Meee - wWHa,08 

Howe 08 were weditoabobd aod Hs, w. 

BS ,cob, Demers, Uoeh od ws vob I, ve. edd wom Bed 
ed SsobsIou. ILS aod soed BeoHad wey Sad,0Hdd. 

Moe8 ah IT, Ds,3v. Sead widssg SVG Av® - 

3TH: Terao Hel Ste Fa AT | 


ad Gara CAAICAMACAAFSTATCT 1195 
BoeB BAal Sea Doak aow aod Dsw aoe Sed. 
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ad 09,33,83 anw@aeni od,,3 53 dsaod,,3 Ded dod dda 
Bg,weWsOD BSwWead AMIS wdsad aode SeVagd. 

dAdo, 8a, — Dayy#B,Woy,08 3 Doelaoa’ cud aga* 

0088 Aa) YB, WB, VoBHod wed nGdd dwsd Dew dovger. 
08d wom Bed Hed Sd ov. FFs ded F.8riwd aod 

RBA Dvss. 

QQ SU3H) HevomaD. 

QL HUA) dosd ds,vodde, wow aod Sad word Beda 
BEIpead AewHhod. dow. wae Ba). 

wenssse avod Hews. - 

sae WAS: LaIasededa: | 

feirateachsal sat Utarsarte A ay Isl 

folate Heteot: THA GATATAT: 1128 Il 

GueRgreael TALeA ects PITAL 28 Il 

aoe, Uc DAobd Sedsegood ys, Day, Ded Bsa. 
OCD Berl? Monassde HwW35 - 

Dmdesvn dovwedaoA sda) FsuMdw).. Comodogah 

Bo, ONVAa GOS YP, BssTwdaQ. Ndawodogaah wsqodairaA Is) 
BUITIVA). "J,,2 332,23 so Tw" aow IaooA sordsse aod 
SeBENwW Bssrswony, Serd. 

Ber 3d dam@aen vod dedsriw hodd Js edao/. 

A SEATASOTARM: TUTATEAS F- 

EASA: H UA HAA A FETE: |e 

Ane8 038, ANwW JT edoa YB, da) Ded dda, 3.g,e8aaA 
BoreoeGd Sav, SWsw. 
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Sid aes az: ca TACT fagayen: [28 

Baa Sab: do odor Sew. 

Seasobo hed Sedsnw dd dosnt Gews aww - 

HUNTS ScAM AtHlayay: | 38 

CMATsye TEAM SNe SAY Favor Arailac | 

GAA: MSHLEAM FAMUMSANA: at: 1133 

od abanve, Sad, VoBHod Aodsd Haw MenGod. wwo,o8aehh 
Aoech, HO,osaoA Haoed, da odweA GS wSSOaSQI doch 
~NBSA hod Sesdsriw aod dosdah, Dod Aoagah, Hews. 
VW, AOBHSS 2,80,350da Horfobhe 9,20,03 BoBogd. Bry 

29 08, anw Bam, ABA) Deddah, HOS. Bad ye, Day HGed,d 
Bad SesSiw airs odd dow 3B, obs. 

OBS, wade Sedd hod doshos abaya we, day) DHed ood eed 
QY DO®’ ToTHs, Ker} DoW GeHSNW BSGHOoWD Dow 3eGda9,39,0dO 
HEV. 

QBAY, JODIPHAI, Bg, VSD wav, 

Mr, ABBR D729, SO ye, Serie 333 wosaerchaind Ids 
AOA Bossa, Sale 3,5 eda0B AHIS desdr, Seddom wads 
BBG 088, 00@ vwosairrchd des wore wo Ba dos Hert Hed 
BSNW JSD Soa Da,89,.dsDgQV. 

QQ D,ATBO SBEVG wosNva WSBeddd. wy 9 wpysgob Heya 
wade 2dnma. 

BBS BSoseabAt how 33 dow Aedday ZeGdaa,a9,380 wn, 
NOMIPBAWe TAN, ABodPwBAH aN wh,v. 

HIG wWNsss Brod!) toeBsd - 
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03) MANIW SSm, AVBDet WoGSD Ae Gessniw. 
SH Nadwa,S AG Reed, A0Ga) Aad Seasniva. 
dO 3d sos Med Sessniw. 

O80 DIG Hsw hod Sessriv’e. 

QB) ANSAD BSLS DBS Ls Dohobe. 


8B00d daaseoba wadsa8,08 decw 03 wanw Ss aoSraA avBs 


BBA, N08 Bdows, aodod 3ISQ) Ocho od AvHnd wom Boeda 
Casa) wove QV. aos C9, NY VSIOWe CA, MAO, 

QD SHO Wiss HoOoIsO) Bos, wv. QrQ, BL) QOosnivus 
BSewsecabdh, AMA wdSod dove GeVDgd. 


PAIN - 


Nn JS = 


GWA qdreae da arses FT Atha | 8-22-¢ 
SATAAIGENLAM A AAA ABTSLUT: 8 -23-2¥ 
TEATS, - 

SAAT Aol TACO: WTO: Taare |12-¢-c¥ 
Ua Gass Ys SAAS T Atfeteta | 20-82 

TESTO - 

GWA qd da cass a arts | ¢-4-23 
ATHUSARTOT, — 


Fe s 


CAT STEATSTAGIATT SAAN CASTAT | 89-82 
Garaa: Gat Oct Gseccaterserrrel | 
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SUdd ACS AlelcFa GATATES ATA: | 
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THIeA QT — 
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AGTANAT - 
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Garad Sid Said: RAHA: || AHI ye-8 
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wor hob H3d emamndbriw ada, NabAd. wonsss, 
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Worship of DattaAtreya as trimukhi is not correct upasana as 
per madhwa vaishnava siddantha. 
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DHATTACHE CHATURVIMSHATI (24) GURU 
added: il Twenty-four Gurus 


Lord DattaAtreya (incarnation of Lord Vishnu) has made an 
eternal mark as a teacher and is therefore regarded as a Guru 
of the Gurus. 


The greatness of Dattatreya lies in the fact that he never called 
himself a teacher and always introduced himself as a student. 
The Canto 11 of the Bhagavata Purana narrates a discourse 
between King Yadu (Yadu Maharaja) and Dattatreya.in which 
Dattatreya lists his 24 teachers and what he learned from 
them. 


Lord Dattatreya is honoured as a Jagadguru. He himself had 
twenty-four preceptors. He closely observed different qualities 
in this world and accepted only those qualities favourable for 
one’s accomplishment. He rejected.unfavourable qualities. 


Dattatreya reflects and delivers an important advice that a 
seeker of wisdom, a sadhaka, should always endeavor to pick 
up lessons wherever he finds it. He should neither be 
judgmental nor despise the source from which it comes. Only 
that sadhaka who accepts wisdom from various sources, just 
like a honey-bee collecting honey by thousands of trips to 
various flowers, will succeed in collecting the honey of essence 
of Vedic wisdom. Dattatreya himself sets an example to this 
fact when he declares how he made 24 individuals - animate 
and inanimate objects - his Gurus. 


Noticing the youthful Brahmana ascetic (Dattatreya) of 
immeasurable splendour, wandering fearlessly, Maharaja Yadu 


asks him the reason for his behaviour as a aTet: (child) 3-H: 
(Lunatic) and fagiraay: (as though possessed of a ghost) and 
the cause of blissfulness untouched by the objects of pleasure. 
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When respectfully questioned by the intelligent Yadu Maharaja, 


the Brahmana ascetic, explains that many are his preceptors, 
both animate and inanimate, from whom he assimilated 


specific wisdom through his judgment. They are 


1. fat I Prthvi (Earth) 
2.4 i Vayu (Air) 


3. HWFRIA If Akasha (Ether) 


4, HTT: || Apah (Water) 
5. Hfder: |! Agni (Fire) 


6. deg: If Chandra (Moon) 

7. %f@: If Surya (Sun) 

8. Hd: | Kapota (Pigeon) 

9. HAM: Il Ajagar (A Boa-Constrictor snake) 


neOD 
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14. 
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16. 
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19, 
20. 
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Rare: I! Sindhu (Sea) 

Yds7: || Patanga (A Moth) 

AAT If Madhukrd (A Bee) 

Tat: || Gaja (An Elephant) 

AeT if Madhuha (A honey-gatherer) 
éRe: i Harini (A deer) 

AleT: If Meena (A fish) 

fosae if Pingala (A courtesan) 

@xx: I Kurara (A Bird) 

HHP: I Arbhaka (A child) 

xan? i! Kumari (A maiden) 

°RP_ I Sharakrt (An arrow-sharpner) 
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22. aq: If Sarpa (A Snake) 
23. RO0fenfe: | Urnanabhi ( A Spider) 
24, yreaFd i Supeshakrt (A Wasp) 


And he continues to explain what those lessons are which, 
being the special ways of behaviour of each of the above 
beings, gave him specific lessons useful in life (to everyone). 


1) From Earth, Lord Dattatrey accepted the qualities of 
forgiveness and calmness. 


2) From Air, He accepted the qualities of non-attachment and 
purity. 


3) From Sky, He accepted the qualities of equality, aloofness, 
oneness, and __ cleanliness. 


4) From water, He accepted cleanliness and uniformity. 
5) From Fire, He accepted aloofness, lustre and brilliance. 


6) From Moon, He learned that this soul remains unaffected in 
spite of the existence of.emotions in human body. 


7) From the Sun, He. realized about aloofness and benevolence 


8) From the Pigeon, He learned that excess love and 
attachment could lead to damage. 


9) From-the Python, He learned to lie down quietly without any 
physical action, since whatever is meant to happen, will happen 
insany case. 


10) From the Sea, He accepted the qualities of earnestness and 
modesty. 


11) He learned from a Moth that if one gets enamoured and 
clings, their Self would be destroyed. 
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12) He learned from the Bee that the tendency towards 
excessive collection brings destruction. 


13) He learned from the Elephant that because of its 
carelessness, it gets entangled in difficulties and has to become 
a slave of his partner. Hence one should avoid the company of 
a woman. 


14) He learned from the Black bee that one should try to gain 
without inflicting pain on anybody else. 


15) He learned from the Deer that it is dangerous. to become 
engrossed in music and lose focus. One should always remain 
alert. 


16) He learned from Fish that envy or jealousy could lead to 
death. 


17) He learned from the Courtesan. that one couldn't be 
completely happy and get good sleep if they have many 
expectations. For one’s rescue, one should be self-supporting. 


18) He learned from a Bird-lapwing (Titavi) that unwanted 
savings bring destruction in the end. 


19) He learned from a.Young Boy that one should forsake 
respect, disrespect, and anxiety. 


20) He learned from a Maiden and her bracelets that solitude is 
always excellent 


21) He learned from a Snake that one should live alone and 
without any contacts. 


22) He learned the importance of concentration in one’s work 
from the Blacksmith. 


23) A Black Bee is an enemy of a worm and out of fear, the 
worm contemplates on the black bee to such an extent that the 
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worm itself becomes a black bee. Hence Dattatreya realized the 
importance of concentration and contemplation from the worm. 


24) He learned from a Female Spider that in the expansion, 
creation and destruction, there is doctrine that identifies 
universe with God. 


In this manner, by accepting favourable qualities and rejecting 
unfavourable qualities, Dattatreya became a ‘Jagadguru’. 
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24 Gurus of Deity Dattatreya 


Have thought 
for others 


: Refrain from 
amassing weoaith 


pan e x 
Pa yf ivor™ 


nAham kArta hAriH kArtA 
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